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Intellectual Heritage 51 
 

Ancient Foundations 
 

Professor Marc Stier        Section 40, TT 10:10-11:30, RH 113  
Anderson 219        Section 40 CRN 034040 
Office phone: (215) 204-3044       Section 44, TT 11:40-1:00, BB 409 
Cell phone: (215) 880-6142       Section 44 CRN 084227 
Please leave message for me on my cell phone.   Section 53, TT 2:40-4:00, EA 518 
Email: MarcStier@stier.net      Section 53 CRN 034166 
Web Site: http://www.stier.net      
Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 1:15-2:30  
 and by appointment      
   
Feel free to call me or email at any time about any questions you have about this course. Keep in mind, 
however, that it might take two to three days for me to get back to you. 
 
WHY IH? 
 
Why is Intellectual Heritage a required course? Some students, teachers, and administrators see IH as 
a conserving or even conservative institution, one that is meant to hand down the cultural, intellectual, 
and moral traditions of Western civilization to you. On this view, the aim of IH is to encourage your 
understanding and support of the ideas that animate our political, social, moral, aesthetic and scientific 
lives. I see this course differently. The aim of IH is, I believe, three kinds of intellectual and personal 
liberation.  

It aims, first, at liberation from the cultural, intellectual, and moral traditions of Western civilization. In 
saying this, I do not mean to suggest that our aim is to reject Western civilization. Rather, my point is 
that we can neither accept nor reject the ideas that shape our lives in a critical and intellectually serious 
way unless we first come to understand what those ideas are and why someone might find then 
acceptable or unacceptable. We are so embedded in and shaped by Western traditions that we cannot 
hope to subject them to critical analysis unless we initially bring the presuppositions, claims, and 
arguments contained in these traditions to light. One way to do this is to look back to the moments at 
which these traditions were created. Once a political and moral tradition is created, the fundamental 
presuppositions that define it are often taken for granted by those who live within it. But, those who 
seek to create a new way of life must explicitly make the case for their way of looking at the world while, 
at the same time, giving their followers reasons to reject other, different ways of life. Given the difficulty 
of creating an innovative way of looking at the world and living within it, it is no accident that only men 
and women of genius—some of whom may have had divine assistance—have been able to accomplish 
this task. Thus it is no surprise that the texts that define these traditions of life and thought are classic 
works of brilliance and depth. And this is why IH is oriented to the study of these classic texts. Another 
way to make the presuppositions, claims, and arguments contained in a way of thought explicit is to 
compare one tradition with another. One tradition may call into question a set of ideas taken for granted 
by another tradition. And this is why the approach of IH is to compare and contrast a number of ways of 
thought and life.  

IH aims, second, at liberation from falsehood. IH addresses the deepest and most serious questions 
any human being must answer about the meaning and purpose of our individual and collective lives 
and about the moral rules and practices we should follow. And it presupposes that it is at least possible 
that right and wrong answers can be given to these questions. In saying this, I do not mean to suggest 
that our aim is to reach the single, correct conclusions to these questions. Rather, my point is that we 
will not take the works we read seriously unless we are open to the possibility that the views that some 
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of them put forward are right. And, given the potentially disastrous consequences of coming to the 
wrong answers to these questions, it is of the greatest importance that we are open to the possibility 
that the answers we have accepted without question are mistaken.  

Finally, IH aims at liberation from our limited skills and capacities. Reading, discussing and writing 
about difficult works of philosophy, religion, literature, and science is the best way to improve our 
abilities to think clearly and understand the world around us. In saying this, I do not mean to suggest 
that students required to take IH are entirely lacking in these skills and abilities. Rather, my point is that 
it is always possible to develop these capacities to a higher level. By helping you recognize both the 
practical benefits and great joy to be had in developing these skills and abilities—and in reading classic 
texts—IH hopes to encourage you to keep expanding your horizons by continuing to study great works 
of philosophy, religion, literature, and science. 

IH51 introduces us to some of the founding texts of Western civilization. In studying these texts, we will 
focus on three central issues. The first is the nature of human morality—and especially virtue—and its 
role in living a good life. The second is the relationship between the good of the individual and the good 
of the community as a whole. We will examine two aspects of morality that philosophers call the good 
and the right. When we talk about the good, or the human good, we are concerned with understanding 
what a fulfilling, flourishing, and happy life would be. A moral tradition that focuses on this first kind of 
moral argument will hold that, by living an ethical life, human beings will also be living a life that is good, 
in that it is fulfilling, flourishing, and happy. Such a tradition typically will also claim that, in living a good 
life, human beings will be benefiting the community as well. When we talk about the right, we are 
concerned with the duties or obligations human beings have. A moral tradition that focuses on this 
second kind of moral argument will explain what we owe others or God and why we have such 
obligations. Such a tradition typically will also claim that what we owe our community should take 
precedence our own concerns.  

In talking about what makes for a good life, writers usually point to the impact of luck, chance, fortune, 
or, on some views, divine providence on our ability to live a good life. So we shall see that a recurrent 
theme in the course is how human beings can best deal with the uncertainties of life. Among the 
questions we will consider here are: To what extent do we have control over our lives and, in particular, 
to what extent do we have control over the circumstances that determine whether we live a fulfilled life 
or not? And, where we do not have such control, who if anyone does? Is the good and bad luck that 
affects our lives due to a God or the Gods? And, if so, to what extent can we get divine support for our 
efforts? 

More then one great philosopher has said that the distinctive features of Western civilization have 
arisen because the West has two, very different, sources. One begins in Athens, the other is 
Jerusalem. IH 51, Ancient Foundations, starts with the two beginnings of Western civilization. The first 
part of the course focuses on the first beginning, which took place in Ancient Greece. A central concern 
for the Ancient Greeks is the role of virtue and fate in allowing human beings to live a good life. We first 
begin with Homer’s The Iliad, an early work that provided the later Greeks with an important account of 
their Gods and heroes. Then we look at Thucydides’s portrayal of a funeral speech by Pericles, the 
most prominent of the democracy in Athens. Looking at this speech enables us to grasp the Athenian 
view that best life for human beings is found in devotion to the political community. Then we study one 
of the founders of Western philosophy, Plato. We shall see that the life of the philosopher Socrates, as 
portrayed in Plato’s The Apology of Socrates argues for the centrality of philosophy in living a good life 
while, at the same time, raising difficult questions about the relationship between philosophy and the 
political community.  

In the second part of the course, we turn to the second beginning of Western civilization in the Biblical 
religions that are all shaped by the Hebrew Bible. We will see that while Biblical religion shares some 
ideals with the Ancient Greeks, it has a fundamentally different view of human morality, one that rests 
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on a proper understanding of our obligations to each other and to God.  We will see how this 
conception of human morality is tied to a cosmological conception of a universe ordered by an 
omnipotent and good God. And we will also see how these basic ideas have been developed in a 
variety of ways in the Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, and the Qur’an. Then to get a better grasp of 
the distinctive features of our own religious tradition, of one of the possible alternatives to it, we briefly 
examine a text from the Indian tradition, the Bhagavad Gita. 

While Western civilization began thousands of years ago, it took a decisive turn in the period beginning 
almost five hundred years ago. In the third part of the course, we jump ahead to the Renaissance and 
to the humanist foundations of Western civilization. While many people today adhere to ideas 
developed in Ancient times, our public lives and our relationship to the natural world are decisively 
shaped by this new turn of thought. Galileo presents to us an understanding of the natural world that is 
dramatically different from earlier thought and that eventually leads to modern natural science. 
Similarly, Machiavelli presents an understanding of morality and the relationship between individual and 
common good that is vastly different from that of either Athens or Jerusalem. And, finally, we shall read 
a play by Shakespeare, Othello. In this work, Shakespeare helps us sum up the course by pointing to 
some of the differences between the first two foundings of Western civilization and the third. And he 
does this while, at the same time, raising profound questions about human nature and morality and 
about political and social life as well.  

REQUIREMENTS 

1. Prerequisites 

Students must have successfully completed English 50 or the equivalent. 

2. Class Discussion. Class sessions will consist mainly in the discussions of the texts and related 
matters. Thus students must attend class and bring their books to class. Attendance will be taken. 
Students are allowed to miss three classes without penalty. Students who take part in official Temple 
activities, such as intercollegiate sports or artistic performances that require them to miss more than 
three classes may do so without penalty. But they may not miss class for another reason. Students who 
miss four or five classes will receive a D for class participation. Students who miss six or seven classes 
will receive an F for class participation. Students who miss more than seven classes will fail the course. 
I do not accept excuses for class absence so please save the allowed absences for medical or family 
emergency or for those days when your car breaks down or the bus is late. Students who face medical 
or family emergencies that will keep them from class for more than two weeks at a time should discuss 
their difficulties with me.  

Students must read the assigned material prior to class and be prepared to discuss it. Taking part in 
class discussions is not an optional activity in this course. You will be called upon to speak in class and 
your contributions to our dialogue will be graded. Your grade for class participation will primarily be 
based on your willingness to contribute to our discussions on a regular basis. Any contribution to our 
class discussion is welcome. Though I will applaud your brilliant remarks, any comments you have 
about the text or answers you give to the questions I ask will help us all. I am especially interested in 
problems you have making sense of the text. Students who participate regularly—who talk a few times 
in each class session—will receive at least an A- for class participation no matter what they say, so 
long as it is relevant to the material at hand. If the class hears from you in almost every class, you will 
receive at least a B in class participation. If we never hear from you, then your grade in class 
participation will be no more than a C. Class participation is an easy way to raise—or lower—your final 
grade. 

Students who arrive late or leave early disrupt our class discussions. Please arrange the rest of your 
life so that these disruptions do not occur. Students who arrive after attendance has been taken will be 
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considered absent. If some emergency requires you to arrive late or leave early, please let me know 
before class.  

You are welcome to drink during class but please do not bring any solid food. 

A tentative reading list and schedule can be found below. I expect that I will be making some changes 
to this schedule along the way, in response to your interest in or problems with some of these texts. 
While it is my hope that we will read most of the texts on this syllabus, we may have to cut a few items. 
It is important for you to read most of these works in order to get an overview of the various traditions of 
thought. But it is also important for you to have the time to read and think about these texts in some 
depth. I will try to balance these two ends as we go along during the semester.  

In order for me to get to know your names and faces early in the semester, I would like each student to 
hand in a 4 by 6 index card containing the following information: 

 Name 
 Current address and telephone number 

 Address and telephone number after the semester ends, if different from above 
 E-mail address, if you have one 
 Class 
 Major  
 A recent picture of yourself pasted in the upper right hand corner of the card. 
 
Students sometimes wonder why I require a picture. It is simply so that I can learn your name early in 
the semester. This is particularly important, given the important role of class participation in this course. 
Students who do not hand in this card by the beginning of the third week of classes will receive an F for 
class participation for the semester. 
 
3. Papers. We will devote a great deal of time and effort to improving your ability to write insightful, 
organized, and clearly written essays. There will be two papers of four to six pages in length. The first 
will be on Homer or Thucydides and will be due on October 10. Students who wish to show me rough 
drafts of this paper, or any other papers, before the due date, are encouraged to do so. I will accept late 
papers. However, if you will be handing a paper in late, you must tell me so in writing or via e-mail when 
to expect your paper. Some students may be required to meet with me to discuss your first paper. 
Students who hand in papers late will receive their papers back from me later than students who meet 
the official deadlines. All students are encouraged to revise their papers. Some will be required to do 
so. The second paper will be on the Hebrew Bible, the New Testament, the Koran or the Bhagavad 
Gita and will be due on December 5. Topics for these papers will be posted on my web site no later 
than two weeks before they are due. (Preliminary versions of many of these topics are available now.) 
All papers must be handed by electronic means (see below).  

4. Examinations. There will be two in-class examinations. The first will be on Sophocles and Plato and 
will be held on October 24. The final examination will be held on Tuesday, December 12, 8:30-10:30 
for section 40, Thursday, December 14, 11:00 -1:00  for section 44, and Thursday, December 14, 

2:00-4:00 for section 53.  

Part I of the final examination will be on Machiavelli, Galileo, and Shakespeare. Part II will focus on the 
course as a whole. I will be handing out a list of questions two weeks before each of the examinations. 
(Questions from last semester are available at my web site now.) The examination will consist of a 
limited number of questions chosen by me from that list. The final examination will take two hours. 
Students who cannot take these examinations at the scheduled times due to family or medical 
emergency must inform me in writing or via e-mail prior to the examination or, if this is not possible, as 
soon after the examination as is feasible.  
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5. On-line Discussion. Students will be expected to take part in on-line discussion of the texts 
discussed in this course. Discussion will take place via an email listserv. (Instructions for joining the 
listserv can be found below, in the section entitled Computer Based Learning.) From time to time I will 
post a question or question to the listserv. Your contributions to the discussion should consist in email 
messages that either: (a) respond to my question; (b) pose another question about the text or texts 
under discussion; (c) comment on the text or texts under discussion; (d) respond to any message 
posted by a fellow student. As time goes on, I hope that the on-line discussion will be driven largely by 
the questions and comments of students and that our discussion will range widely, examining individual 
texts, the larger themes of the course, and the application of the ideas in the texts we study to our 
contemporary lives. I expect each student to post at least a message a week that is at least one 
substantial paragraph in length. (Longer messages are welcomed.) At minimum, each student should 
contribute to the on-line discussion at least ten times, spaced out over the course of the semester. (A 
flurry of messages at the end of the semester will not meet the requirement of taking part in on-line 
discussion.) Your contributions on our on-line discussion will be evaluated in terms of both the quantity 
and quality of your efforts.  

The final grades for the course will be determined according to the following formula: 

Class participation: 15% 
On-line discussion 10% 
First paper: 15% 
Second paper: 20% 
First examination: 15% 
Final examination:  25% 

Please note that students who do not complete all the work of the course will fail, no matter what 
their grade average. You are responsible for making sure that I receive all your work. I will respond 
to students who email papers to me to tell you I have received them. If you do not hear from me, then 
you should assume that I did not get your paper. If that happens, please email or telephone me.  

BOOKS 

The following books are available for purchase from the campus bookstore. You are expected to bring 
these books to class. With the exception of the Bible, please use these editions of the text. You may 
use any edition of the Bible that makes an attempt to translate rather than paraphrase the text. 

Intellectual Heritage Program, Intellectual Heritage 51 Key Readings, fourth edition (Temple University 
Press, 2004) 

Homer, The Iliad in The Essential Iliad, translated by Stanley Lombardo (Hackett, 2000) 
 
Plato, The Trial and Death of Socrates, trans. G. M. A. Grube (Hackett Publishing, 1980).  
 
The Bible, New Revised Standard Version. 

The Koran, translated by N. J. Dawood, Fifth Edition, Revised (Penguin Classic, 1990). 

The Bhagavad Gita: Krishna's Counsel in Time of War. Translated by Barbara Stoller Miller (Bantam)  

Galileo Galilei, Discoveries and Opinion, ed. Stillman Drake. (Doubleday, 1957). 

Niccoló Machiavelli, The Prince, translated by David Wootton (Hackett, 1995) 

William Shakespeare, Othello (Folger Press).  
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COMPUTER BASED LEARNING  

Students will be required to use personal computers and the Internet to enhance their learning in a 
number of ways in this course.  

1. My Web Site. I will be posting a variety of materials to my own web site, http://www.stier.net. These 
will include materials that will, somewhat later, also be made available as class handouts, such as 
paper topics and examination questions. My web site will also include materials, such as reminders of 
assignments for each day, guides for your reading, and notes on our discussions of the reading that will 
not be made available in class.  

2. E-mail. I encourage students to make use of e-mail in contacting me about both administrative and 
intellectual matters. I try to check my e-mail at least once a day. Remember, however, that while 
communication by computer is quite fast, it still takes time for me to consider and respond to your 
messages. Please allow 48 to 72 hours before you query me again. 

All correspondence with me, including that which includes your papers, should have IH52 at the 
beginning of your subject line.  

3. The Intellectual Heritage Web Site. The Intellectual Heritage web site, http://courses.temple.edu/ih, 
includes a variety of materials that you may find helpful, such as biographies of the writers we read, 
faculty perspectives on the texts, on-line texts, related texts, and so forth.  

4. Electronic Submission of Papers. Students are required to hand their papers in to me via the 
Blackboard dropbox. Instructions on using Blackboard will be provided the second week of classes. 
Students will be automatically signed up for Blackboard for this course. Please make sure that you 
keep copies of your papers as you or I may sometimes lose them. You will be responsible for 
replacing any such papers. 

5. On-line Discussion. As discussed above, students are required to take part in an on-line, e-mail 
discussion of topics raised by the readings and class discussions. This will be conducted via 
Blackboard.  

SOURCES OF ACADEMIC ASSISTANCE  
 
Writing Workshops 
 
The Intellectual Heritage Writing Tutors are available to aid students with difficulties in writing. I will 
make their schedule available to you as soon as possible. Sessions will be held in the IH Lounge on the 
second floor of Anderson Hall.  
 

Student Tutoring  
 
A number of former IH students are available to tutor students in Intellectual Heritage. I will make their 
names and schedule available to you as soon as possible. 
 

The Writing Center  
 
The Temple University Writing Center has a range of programs to help Temple students become better 
writers. Consultants at the Writing Center will meet with you in person or by email, to help you improve 
your writing. You can find out more about the Writing Center at http://www.temple.edu/writingctr/. 

 
Disability Resources 
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This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for participation. Any student 
who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to 
discuss the specific situation as soon as possible. Contact Disability Resources and Services at 215-
204-1280 in 100 Ritter Annex to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented 
disabilities.  
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY  

Students have the responsibility to know and observe the requirements of academic integrity. It is not 
permissible to cheat, to fabricate, or falsify information, to submit the same academic work in more than 
one course, to plagiarize or to abuse academic materials. Grades in this course include a judgment that 
the student's work is free from academic dishonesty of any type. Thus, grades will be adversely 
affected by academic dishonesty. Serious infractions will lead to failure of the course. 

ACADEMIC FREEDOM  

Freedom to teach and freedom to learn are inseparable facets of academic freedom. The University 
has adopted a policy on Student and Faculty Academic Rights and Responsibilities (Policy # 03.70.02) 
which can be accessed at: http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02.   

Course Outline and Reading List 
 

Texts marked with a ampersand (&) are available in Intellectual Heritage 51 Key Readings. Texts 
marked with a pound sign (#) are available on my web site. 

Introduction (August 29) 
 
Part I. Classical Greek Foundations  

&# Thucydides, “Funeral Speech of Pericles” from The History of the Peloponnesian War (August 
31, September 5, 7)  

Photographs of Athenian Pottery (available on my website.) 

Homer, The Iliad in The Essential Iliad, translated by Stanley Lombardo (September 12, 14, 19)  

Plato, Apology, in The Trial and Death of Socrates. (September 26, 28, October 5, 10)  

First Paper Due October 10  

First Examination, October 24 

http://policies.temple.edu/getdoc.asp?policy_no=03.70.02
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Part II. Religious Foundations 

The Hebrew Bible (October 12, 17, 19, 24)  

Genesis, 1-9 

Exodus, 1-24; 31:12-33; 32-35 

The New Testament (October 26, 31)  

Matthew 

Romans, 3-12 

The Koran, Suras 1, 2, 77-114 (November 2, 7)  

The Bhagavad Gita: Krishna's Counsel in Time of War, selections to be announced. (November 

9, 14)  

Part III. Humanist Foundations  

Galileo, The Starry Messenger in Discoveries and Opinions (November 16)  

Machiavelli, The Prince (November 21)  

Shakespeare, Othello (November 28, 30)  

Second Paper Due December 5  

Conclusion (December 5)  

Final Examination  

 Section 40, Tuesday, December 12, 8:30-10:30 

 Section 44, Thursday, December 14, 11:00-1:00 

 Section 53, Thursday, December 14, 2:00-4:00 

 

../IH51/Humanist/Machiavelli/MachiavelliSet.html
../IH51/Humanist/Shakespeare/ShakespeareSet.html
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