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In this course we will study some of the main works of the two founders of political philosophy, 

Plato and Aristotle.  

 

REQUIREMENTS  

 

Class sessions will proceed mainly by detailed discussion of the texts. Thus it is important that 

all students use the editions of the texts available in the book store and bring their books to class. 

Please buy these books now or make some other arrangement for obtaining them. Even more 

importantly, since the course cannot be successful without active class participation, students are 

expected to do the assigned reading before class and to be prepared to take part in class discussion. 

Students who have more than three unexcused absences from class or who regularly come to 

class unprepared will have the option of withdrawing from the class or failing. At times, the 

instructor will give students questions to guide their reading of the texts. 

 

Two papers of six to eight pages in length will be required. The first will be on Plato and is due 

on October 19. The second will be on Aristotle and is due on December 7. Paper topics will be 

suggested but, with the instructor's approval, students can write on any question concerning these 

philosophers. Students will have the option of rewriting their papers and improving their grades. 

There will be a take home final examination due on December 14.  

 

The final grade will be determined according to the following guidelines: 

 

Class participation 25% 

Each paper  25% 

Final examination 25% 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Students have the responsibility to know and observe the requirements of The UNCC Code of 

Student Academic Integrity. This code forbids cheating, fabrication or falsification of 

information, multiple submission of academic work, plagiarism, abuse of academic materials, 

and complicity in academic dishonesty. Any special requirements or permissions regarding 

academic integrity in this course will be stated by the instructor, and are binding on the students. 

Academic evaluations in this course include a judgment that the student's work is free from 



academic dishonesty of any type; and grades in this course therefore should be and will be 

adversely affected by academic dishonesty. Students who violate the code can be expelled from 

UNCC. The normal penalty for a first offense is zero credit on the work involving dishonesty and 

further substantial reduction of the course grade. In almost all cases the course grade is reduced 

to F. Copies of the code can be obtained from the Dean of Students Office. Standards of academic 

integrity will be enforced in this course. Students are expected to report cases of academic 

dishonesty to the course instructor.  

 

READING LIST AND CLASS SCHEDULE 

 

I. Introduction (August 24) 

 

II. Plato (August 28 - October 12)  

 

The Republic, translated by G.M.A. Grube  

 

III. Aristotle (October 17 - November 30) 

 

The Nichomachean Ethics, translated by Terence Irwin  

 

The Politics, translated by Carnes Lord  

 

IV. Conclusion (December 5, 7) 


